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Dear Readers,

GREETINGS FROM ALL INDIA RAIL SAFETY COUNCIL

We are pleased to inform you that we are coming out with a very special 

print magazine in January 2023, 

In our monthly newsletter, if you would like us to cover some additional 

insights, which we missed, or any feedback to improve the contents of our 

Newsletter, please let us know at cotact@railsafety.co.in, We will 

appreciate your views and suggestions to help us make this newsletter 

better in the future.

Thanking you for your kind co-operation.

Best Regards,

ALL INDIA RAIL SAFETY COUNCIL

Dr. R. PADMANABHAN
CHAIRMAN
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The Rail Vidya is initially planned only to the schools and 

the syllabus is carefully developed by keeping many 

practical factors. The students who under go Rail Vidya

Training will get awareness about the Rail Safety. Each 

student will promote the knowledge that they gained from 

this program in their home and neighborhoods.  So, that 

we can able to reduce the accidents happening every day 

in our India through Trains. The most using travel source 

in India is Railways. The growth ratio in accidents through 

trains becomes more slump. Our railways is in the second 

place in the world but technology wise we are upgrading 

our self slowly. Every day there will be some accidents 

occurs in India which is not due to the railways but it is 

purely because lack of safety awareness in the society.
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INDIAN RAILWAYS INVITES BIDS FOR 200 NEW RAKES 
OF VANDE BHARAT TRAINS
ANI 1 December, 2022 03:13 am IST

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS HAS FLOATED A TENDER FOR MANUFACTURING 200 NEW 
RAKES OF NEW-GENERATION VANDE BHARAT TRAINS.
According to the official information, the tender is about 26,000 crore 
rupees and the project has to complete in 24 to 30 months.
Five prominent companies such as BHEL, BML, MEDHA, RVNL and 
ALSTOM INDIA have shown their interest in this project.
Pertinent to mention that these 200 rakes of Vande Bharat will be 
designed for sleeper class only. Also, the train can be made with an 
aluminium body and is 2-3 tons lighter when compared to the previous 
version of trains. These trains would have only sleeper class coaches with 
a Wi-Fi facility. Every coach will have LED screens providing passenger 
information and infotainment.
The newly designed Vande Bharat Express trains will have a photo-
catalytic ultraviolet air purification system that will also be installed for 
air purification. These trains will also have automatic fire sensors, CCTV 
cameras and GPS systems to make travelling safer and more comfortable.
It is worth mentioning that the Vande Bharat Express trains offer a 
myriad of superior and aircraft-like travelling experiences. All trains are 
equipped with advanced state-of-the-art safety features including an 
indigenously developed Train Collision Avoidance System – KAVACH. 
Railways Officials are saying that these trains are a game changer for rail 
development projects in the country. (ANI)
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•The Train18, later named Vande Bharat Express, is an Indian semi-high-speed, 
intercity, EMU train which was designed and manufactured by Integral Coach 
Factory (ICF) at Perambur, Chennai under the Indian government’s Make in India 
initiative, over a span of 18 months.
•The train was launched on 15 February 2019.
•It is a semi-high speed trainset, each of 16 coaches, and self-propelled — they do not 
require an engine.
•This is called a distributed traction power system, which is increasingly becoming 
the norm the world over for passenger operations.
•Distributed power gives the train higher acceleration and deceleration compared to 
loco-hauled trains, which take a much longer time to reach top speed or to gradually 
come to a halt.
•It is capable of running at a maximum speed of 200 km/h (120 mph), but the tracks 
on which the train operates are not capable of supporting such high speeds, hence 
the train is operated at a maximum speed of 130 km/h (81 mph).
•This made it the fastest train to run in India and the second fastest operating train 
in India, behind the Gatimaan Express which operates at 160 km/h (99 mph).
•Some of its passenger friendly features include; European-style seats, diffused LED 
lighting, GPS-based infotainment systems, modular bio-toilets, fully sealed 
gangways for dust-free environment, centrally controlled entry/exit doors with 
sliding footsteps, divyang friendly toilet and automatic sliding cabin doors.
•It is energy-efficient as its coaches will be fitted with LED lights. Coaches will have 
automatic doors and retractable footsteps.

VANDE BHARAT EXPRESS TRAINS WOULD BE ROLLED OUT 
IN ALL PARTS OF THE COUNTRY, UNION MINISTER FOR 
RAILWAYS ASHWINI VAISHNAW SAID. 
ABOUT VANDE BHARAT EXPRESS:
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INDIAN RAILWAYS’ PASSENGER REVENUES UP 76% IN 
APRIL-NOV; ON TRACK TO EXCEED BUDGET TARGET

RAILWAYS HAS SET RS 58,500 CRORE PASSENGER REVENUE EARNINGS TARGET FOR FY23, 
AN INCREASE OF 50% OVER THE ACTUALS OF RS 39,104 CRORE IN FY22.

In the reserved passenger segment, approximately 536.5 million passengers booked tickets during 
April-November 2022, showing an annual increase of 10%.
Indian Railways’ passenger revenues rose a whopping 76% on year to Rs 43,324 crore in the first 
eight months of the current financial year, indicating that the full-year earnings target from this 
segment will be exceeded by a decent margin.
Railways has set Rs 58,500 crore passenger revenue earnings target for FY23, an increase of 50% 
over the actuals of Rs 39,104 crore in FY22.
The dynamic fare pricing mechanism has contributed significantly to boosting the passenger 
revenues in the last few years except FY21 when it was hit by Covid-induced curbs. The cross 
subsidisation of the passenger segment by 
Railways’ freight loading April–November 2022 was 978.72 MT, 8% more than the year-ago period. 
Its freight earnings stood at Rs 1.06 trillion during the period, 16% more than the year-ago period.
During April-November 2022, the revenue generated from the reserved passenger segment rose 50% 
on year to Rs 34,303 crore compared with Rs 22,904 crore during the same period last year, railways 
said.
The revenue generated from the unreserved passenger segment during the period grew by 422% on 
year to Rs 9,021 crore as compared to Rs 1,728 crore during the same period last year.
In the reserved passenger segment, approximately 536.5 million passengers booked tickets during 
April-November 2022, showing an annual increase of 10%.
In the unreserved passenger segment, 3.52 billion passengers booked tickets during the period, an 
annual increase of 155%.
Most of the Railways passenger revenue comes from long-distance trains. Over the years, Railways 
has been unable to fully recover its operational cost of passenger services. Except for AC-3 Tier 
segment, all other segments of passenger services have registered losses during 2015-2020.
These losses are compensated by earnings from freight services. Niti Aayog noted in a report in 2016 
that such cross-subsidisation has resulted in high freight tariffs, leading to a sub-optimal share of 
railways in freight.
Railways’ freight loading April–November 2022 was 978.72 MT, 8% more than the year-ago period. 
Its freight earnings stood at Rs 1.06 trillion during the period, 16% more than the year-ago period.
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Indian Railways' Southern Railway(SR) zone has prepared a Detailed Project Report (DPR) 
for increasing the speed in the Chennai-Bengaluru Section to 160 kmph and the same has 
been submitted to the Railway board. Railway Board had approved-in-principle for up 
gradation of speed to 160 kmph in eight routes of Indian Railways networks. 
Various Zonal Railways were nominated as Nodal Railway for preparation of Detail Project 
Report(DPR). Southern Railway was nominated as nodal railway for preparation of DPR for 
Chennai – Bengaluru (362 kms) route.
The Southern Railway zone has also submitted similarly Detailed Project Report (DPR) for 
Chennai - Gudur, Chennai – Renigunta sections for 160kmph are also submitted to Railway 
Board.
Meanwhile, Southern Railway in a statement said," Chennai – Gudur section (134.3 Km), 
which is categorized as Group A Golden Quadrilateral route was authorized fit for running 
trains at 130 Kmph. With this, the section became the first section in Southern Railway 
capable of handling trains at 130 Kmph."
Prior to the speed upgrade,a series of trial runs were conducted by Indian Railways and 
RDSO for assessing the fitness of tracks, traction, signals and rolling stock. And in 
compliance with all the requirements laid down, the section is now equipped to handle trains 
at 130 Kmph.
Also in another related development, Southern Railway is taking steps to increase the 
maximum permissible speed of trains on key routes in Tamil Nadu.
As part of systematic and planned efforts to strengthen track, traction, and signaling systems, 
the zone focuses on upgrading speed in the Group A and Golden Quadrilateral- Golden 
Diagonal (GQ-GD) routes as well as the identified Group B routes in Tamil Nadu. Group A 
and Group B routes are those Railway lines in which the speed can be maximum increased to 
160kmph and 130 kmph respectively, as per Railway Manual.
In Chennai – Renigunta section (134.78 Km) falling under Group B, also a Golden 
Quadrilateral route, works for speed enhancement from the existing 110 Kmph to 130 Kmph
have been completed already. Upon receiving sanction from the Commissioner of Railway 
Safety, the section is targeted for speed upgradation, in the current financial year.
Once the speed enhancement is sanctioned, trains running o¬n these important routes in 
Tamil Nadu will be operated at higher speeds greatly easing the travel time for passengers.

JOURNEY TO BENGALURU WILL GET QUICKER! 
CHENNAI-BENGALURU TRAIN TO RUN AT 160 KMPH SOON

Updated: 01 Dec 2022, 09:18 AM 



2

INDIAN RAILWAYS: A LOOK AT LITTLE-KNOWN FACTS ABOUT PNR

The Passenger Name Record (PNR) number, which is displayed at the top centre of 
an online ticket or at the top left of an offline ticket, is generated by the IRCTC 
whenever a passenger books a train ticket for travel throughout India. It is a unique 
10-digit number which confirms that the passenger’s ticket has been reserved, 
enabling them to proceed to their destination station with a valid ticket in hand.

Every passenger is identified by their PNR number as soon as they board the train, 
which marks the beginning of their journey. The number contains all the information 
about your trip, including whether your ticket is confirmed, on the waiting list, or 
reserved class seating (RCL).

Have you ever wondered what these ten digits indicate and what travel information 
they hide about the passengers? The CRIS generates the PNR’s seven digits at 
random (Centre for Railway Information System). They don’t have any accurate or 
detailed ticket information. These digits are generated on the ticket solely to 
distinguish it from other tickets and make it unique.

As soon as the trip is over, the PNR’s validity ends. Once the train arrives at the final 
station, the PNR is null and void and cannot be used for another trip. The PNR 
numbers, generated by Indian Railways, are kept on file for at least nine months, 
before being automatically deleted by the system.
The only way to identify a railway passenger is through their PNR. With the help of 
this special 10-digit code, which consists of:
Passenger information ( Name, Age, Sex, Date of Birth)
Ticket information (Date of Journey, Source Station, Destination Station, Berth 
Number, Quota, ID Proof Numbers, Class of the Booked Ticket, etc.)
Transaction information
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INDIA TO HAVE TILTING TRAINS BY 2025-26, 100 VANDE BHARAT 
TRAINS TO HAVE THIS TECHNOLOGY: 

Indian Railways is planning to introduce trains with tilting technology in the coming 
years, reports have said. The technology will be manufactured in 100 new Vande Bharat 
trains.
HIGHLIGHTS
Indian Railways is planning to manufacture trains with tilting technology reports say 
trains will have this technology by 2025-26100 new Vande Bharat trains will be the first 
ones to get infused with this technology
Indian Railways: The Indian Railways proved that it can deliver cutting-edge 
technology on a low budget with Vande Bharat trains, now the Railways plans to 
introduce tilting trains, like the ones that run in some European countries. According to 
reports, 100 Vande Bharat trains may be the first ones to get this technology by 2025-26.
What are tilting trains?
Tilting trains are designed in a way that they can bend on track curves even at high 
speed just like motorbikes or two-wheelers, a senior official said.
Explaining how such trains work, an official said as a train rounds a curve at speed, it 
causes objects to slide about. While it makes the seated passengers feel squashed by the 
armrest, standing passengers tend to lose their balance.
"The design of the tilting trains counteract this," he said.
The Indian Railways has explored various options in the past regarding such trains but 
has never finalized any detail. It also had discussions with Spanish manufacturer Talgo
as well as the Switzerland government.
The official further said that around 100 Vande Bharat trains will be manufactured 
using this technology by 2025.
"We will have tilting trains in the country. We will tie up with a technology partner for 
this. We will have this technology in 100 Vande Bharat trains over the next two to three 
years," the official noted.
Tilting trains have a mechanism enabling higher speeds on regular broad-gauge tracks. 
They tilt while negotiating a bend or curve on the track.
Countries where trains with tilting technology exist
Italy, Portugal, Slovenia, Finland, Russia, the Czech Republic, the UK, Switzerland, 
China, Germany, and Romania are nations where tilting trains are already running.
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INDIAN RAILWAYS TO RUN JAGANNATH EXPRESS TRAINS 
FOR NEXT RATH YATRA: ASHWINI VAISHNAW

INDIAN RAILWAYS WILL LAUNCH THE JAGANNATH EXPRESS, 
AND UNDER THE PROJECT, THE ORGANISATION PLANS TO 
PROMOTE THE RICH JAGANNATH CULTURE, FOOD, AND 
LANGUAGE, REPORTS IANS.

Before the following Rath Yatra, Indian Railways will launch the Jagannath Express as part of 
the Bharat Gaurav railway project, Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw announced here on 
Saturday. Speaking to the media, Vaishnaw added that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has the 
vision to use the railroads to present to the Indian people and the rest of the globe the country's 
wonderful historical sites and rich cultural heritage. As a result, he stated, Ramayan Express 
was initially introduced as a part of the Bharat Gaurav Trains (theme-based tourism circuit 
trains).
Now, Jagannath Express will be launched under the project to promote the rich Jagannath
culture, food, and language. The design train and Jagannath circuit has been finalised. The 
service will be launched just before the next Rath Yatra, the minister said.
Vaishnaw also said that his ministry is also going to launch the Vande Bharat Express train 
service in Odisha soon. Commenting on the introduction of the metro train service in Odisha, 
he said: "It can be done after getting a complete proposal from the state government. Till now, 
no proposal has been received from Odisha."
He further informed that the Modi government has allocated Rs. 5,600 crores to digitally 
connect about 7,600 unconnected villages in Odisha. Besides, 5Gthe  service will be introduced 
in Odisha in the first phase only. All these initiatives will help to boost the digital economy in 
the state, he added.
Speaking at the Odisha Nirman programme organised by loa cal news channel, the Railways 
Minister has said that Odisha is going to witness a complete transformation in the railway 
sector. Tenders for the transformation of 28 stations have been awarded.
Railway projects worth Rs 55,941 crore have been sanctioned for the state, of which projects 
worth around Rs 4,000 crore were sanctioned during the last seven to eight months, Vaishnaw
said.
Similarly, before 2014 during the UPA-led government, Odisha was getting Rs 838 crore per 
year in the railway sector. When the Narendra Modi government came to power, it doubled 
and then increased the allocation by four times. Now, in the current financial year, Odisha got 
Rs 9,734 crore for the development of railways, he said.
The Minister further said that during the Congress regime, railway lines of totathe l length of 
only 25-26 km were constructed each year in Odisha. However, the minister said that railway 
tracks of 180 km were laid in the last financial year, and this year, so far, 238 km has been 
already completed in the state.
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INDIAN RAILWAYS: RAIL INDIA CONFERENCE & EXPO 
December 2, 2022

Rail India Conference & Expo 2022 was instrumental in congregating 
government officials, industry leaders and experts to exchange 
insights on the strategic developments, technological advancements, 
challenges and solutions towards the ongoing multi-faceted 
modernisation of the Indian Railways.

The sixth edition of the Rail India Conference & Expo which gathered 
over 100 attendees from leading companies and associations, proved 
to be an insightful knowledge platform for senior-most officials from 
the Railway Board, Rail Zones and major railway PSUs, as well as 
leading industry stakeholders from the private sector to collectively 
discuss ideas for the advancement of the Indian Railway sector. The 
forum largely focussed on key topics including, policies, technological 
and infrastructure development initiatives including locomotive 
technology, station development and modernisation, dedicated freight 
corridors etc and PPP/BOOT investment model.
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INDIAN RAILWAYS: RAIL INDIA CONFERENCE & EXPO 
December 2, 2022

One of the highlighted projects of the Indian Railways is the technology-driven 
modernisation of infrastructure and rolling stock. Speaking about the latest railway 
projects and investment plans of the Indian government, Hon’ble Shri Anil Kumar 
Khandelwal, Principal Executive Director (Gati Shakti), Railway Board, Ministry of 
Railways, shared: “Indian Railways is on the path of infrastructure development. We are 
going ahead in demand to meet the needs of the emerging economy and the logistic 
requirements of the Indian market. We have privatised our projects and devised ’Mission 
3000’ wherein we shall be planning to complete about 40,000 km of new tracks, and 
12,000 km of signalling and telecommunication infrastructure. We also aim to complete all 
electrification by next year. We are also planning to launch 400 new rolling stock and 
modern train sets for a better passenger experience and procure about 2,000 heavy-duty 
modern locomotives for heavy haul trades. Plans for the development of 200 railway 
stations are also in place.”
Shri Khandelwal also elaborated on the importance of the conference in bringing the rail 
industry together to discuss the future of the sector: “Rail India Conference & Expo has 
served as a great platform for government to present their policies ahead of the investors 
for their actual participation in development.” Shri Sudhendu J Sinha, Adviser, 
Infrastructure Connectivity – Transport and Electric Mobility, NITI Aayog, who was part 
of the panel, discussed NITI Aayog’s policy support for Indian Railways: “It is evident that 
if we want to take infrastructure on a huge scale, we cannot depend on the government 
funds alone. We also need to attract private finances. The PPP schemes and the asset 
monetisation pipeline which NITI Aayog is driving are some of the stellar initiatives 
implemented for this cause. In addition, for all the projects that reach out to us, we always 
try to go in for a PPP model. We should try to create a virtuous cycle of private finance and 
the government and public funds so that we are taking it forward together.”
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INDIAN RAILWAYS: RAIL INDIA CONFERENCE & EXPO 
December 2, 2022

The conference proved to be a highly-encouraging platform for 
railway technology builders and solution providers to pitch their 
ideas forward, such as Vivek Rai Garg, Managing Director, MELPL –
Alstom & IR JV, who commented: “Railways in India have been 
transforming at a very fast pace. We at Alstom, have built high-
horsepower locomotives which can help Indian Railways to achieve 
its long-term vision. Forums like Rail India Conference & Expo 
provide an opportunity for all stakeholders to come together and 
share their ideas to take the sector forward.”

The audience present at the Railway India Conference
Speaking on behalf of leading Navratna PSU – Bharat Heavy 
Electricals Limited (BHEL), Gunjan Singh, Manager Transportation 
Business & Systems Group who attended the conference as a 
delegate commented on the collaboration between government and 
private sector: “Indian Railways is heading towards a bright future 
with the introduction of modern rail transportation. It presents 
opportunities for PSUs like us BHEL. With so many advancements 
taking place, BHEL is expanding its footprints and aims to be part of 
these Indian Railways’ projects like Vande Bharat trains sets, and 
12,000 HP high horsepower locomotives.”



2

S.W. RAILWAY UPDATE: REDEVELOPMENT WORK 
OF YESVANTPUR RAILWAY STATION STARTS

The redeveloped station will act as a ‘City Centre’ attracting the passengers as well as the public. It will be 
Divyang-friendly. green building with futuristic architecture Redeveloped station will emerge as an urban 
icon of Bengaluru and redefine rail passenger travel experience.
More Details:
It is the vision of the Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri Narender Modi to develop railways as not only a means 
of service but as an asset. In line with the vision of Hon’ble PM, the Ministry of Railways has given 
immense importance to development of railway stations into world class terminals with modern 
amenities so that even a common railway passenger experiences a comfortable, convenient and enjoyable 
rail travel.
On Jun 20. 2022. Hon’ble PM had laid the foundation stone for the redevelopment of Yesvantpur Railway 
Station. Following due procedure the tender was floated. The tender is now finalised as per extant policy 
and procedure and has been awarded to M/s Girdhari Lal Construction Pvt. Ltd. on 18.10 2922.
The cost of the project is Rs. 380 crore The site office has been set-up and the first phase of the work has 
already commenced. (pictures attached). The contract has been done in EPC mode i.e. Engineering, 
Procurement and Construction Contract which is also known as ‘turnkey’ contract wherein one agency 
will have the responsibility to design, procure. construct and hand over the project.
The redeveloped station will act as a ‘City Centre’ attracting the passengers as well as the public. There 
will be a 216 m wide air-concourse. with segregated arrival departure gates for passengers to avoid 
congestion.
The roof plaza proposed over the platform will include retail spaces. ford court entertainment centres etc. 
Clearly defined LED based signages will be provided for making way-finding easier for passengers in the 
station premises.
A new station building will come up towards the metro-station side (West side) which will be a four 
storeyed building. There will be a multi-level car parking near Platform 1 side (G+5 structure). Above 
Platform No-1 there will be a Departure-cum-Arrival Plaza with direct connectivity to air concourse, just 
as in an airport.
The rooting of the air concourse will have provision for allowing direct natural tight. Further. well 
demarcated drop and pick-up points will be provided to avoid crowded/congestion. It is proposed to have 
provision of connection with Metro Station at air – concourse level for the convenience of passengers 
going to/coming from Metro Station.
For easy access an elevated road will come up on the East side (city side) connecting directly to the air-
concourse departure plaza. There will be seamless integration of all modes of public transport at the 
station for the convenience of the public.
Special emphasis is laid to make the redeveloped station Divyang-friendly by providing ramps, lifts and 
special toilets. The building will be designed as a ‘green’ building highlighting the commitment of Indian 
Railways towards energy conservation and environment protection.
There will be measures in place for effective disposal of solid waste, discharge of effluents as well as a rain 
water harvesting system to conserve water.
The architecture of the redeveloped station is based on a futuristic, linear design developing Yesvantpur
Railway Station into an urban icon of the modern, vibrant city of Bengaluru.
The redeveloped station would be able to cater to the daily projected footfall of 1 lakh+ passengers per day, 
presently the footfall is close to 60.000 approximately. The project is targeted to be completed by June 
2025.
Source: South Western Railway- Press Release | Images Credit: South Western Railway
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PUNE METRO UPDATE: RANGE HILL CAR DEPOT WORK COMPLETED 
AND TRIAL RUN IS CONDUCTED TILL RANGE HILL METRO STATION
November 30, 2022

PUNE METRO’S PCMC METRO STATION TO PHUGEWADI METRO STATION STRETCH HAS A COACH 
MAINTENANCE DEPOT AT RANGE HILL (BEHIND THE AGRICULTURE COLLEGE) WHERE THE RANGE 
HILL METRO CAR DEPOT HAS BEEN CONSTRUCTED.

More Details:
Similarly, in the Vanaz to Ramwadi stretch, a car maintenance depot has been 
constructed, Kothrud Hill View Car Park Depot (old Kachra dumping site).
On 29th Nov 2022, the work of the Range Hill Metro car Depot was completed and 
there was a trial run conducted from Range Hill Car Depot to Range Hill Metro 
Station.
At 5:15 pm the metro train left the Range Hill Metro car Depot and at 5:35 pm crossing 
the 1km distance, it reached the Range Hill metro station.
Test was conducted as per the schedule and as per planned objectives and in the next 
few days, trial runs will be conducted from Range Hill depot to Shivaji Nagar 
underground metro station and this will be extended up to Civil Court metro station.
Range Hill Metro car Depot has the capacity of maintaining 18 train coaches. The 
depot has 18 stabilizing lines, 3 inspection bay lines, 4 repair bay lines, 1 pit-wheel 
lathe line, and 1 Engineering Train unit line (ETU).
For coach maintenance and cleaning, an Automatic Car Washing Plant (ACWP) has 
also been constructed. Pit Wheel lathe line, Pit-Jack, Mobile-Jack, bogie test stand, 
EOT Crane are just a few machinery to name which have been installed and 
commissioned at the Range Hill Metro car Depot. 
The depot has a total area of 12.1 hectares. Property Development (PD) has also been 
planned at the Range Hill Metro car Depot which will benefit the metro with non-fare 
box revenue.
The ETU building, Integrated Workshop building, Pit-Wheel Lathe shed building and 
the Admin building have been very recently completed. Not to mention, Metro’s 
Operation & Command Control Centre (OCC) work was completed 2 months ago.
At present, Range Hill Metro car Depot has received 4 coaches and their testing work 
is on-going.
On this occasion, the Managing Director of Maha Metro Dr. Brijesh Dixit said, “Today 
marks the completion of work of Range Hill Metro car Depot and the trial run from 
Range Hill Car Depot to Range Hill Metro Station is an important milestone for Pune 
Metro. Soon Phugewadi Station to Civil Court Station will be tested and this route will 
be opened for the public in the next few months.”
Source: Pune Metro- Press Release
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UPSC TO CONDUCT SEPARATE EXAM FOR IRMS CADRE
THE FIRST BATCH OF 150 NEW IRMS RECRUITS WILL BE TAKEN 
FROM THE INDIAN RAILWAY MANAGEMENT SERVICE 
EXAMINATION OF THE UPSC IN 2023, A MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS 
STATEMENT SAID FRIDAY.
New Delhi | December 3, 2022 2:09:15 am

The candidate will have to choose one optional subject from the list of four: Civil 
Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Electrical Engineering and Commerce and 
Accountancy.
THERE WILL be a separate examination conducted by the Union Public Service 
Commission for intake of officers in the Indian Railways, all to form the newly 
created Indian Railway Management Service cadre.
The first batch of 150 new IRMS recruits will be taken from the Indian Railway 
Management Service Examination of the UPSC in 2023, a Ministry of Railways 
statement said Friday.
The IRMSE will be a two-tier examination – a preliminary screening examination, 
followed by a main written examination and interview. For screening suitable 
number of candidates for the second stage of the examination, like IRMS (main) 
written examination, all eligible candidates will be required to appear in civil 
services (preliminary) examination and suitable number of candidates will be 
screened for IRMS (main) examination, it said.
The candidate will have to choose one optional subject from the list of four: Civil 
Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Electrical Engineering and Commerce and 
Accountancy.
“The syllabi for the qualifying papers and optional subjects will be same as those for 

the Civil Services Examination (CSE),” it said.
First published on: 03-12-2022 at 02:09:15 am
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GHAZIABAD RAILWAY STATION REDEVELOPMENT: 
GHAZIABAD RAILWAY STATION REDEVELOPMENT: ACCORDING TO THE 

INFORMATION AVAILABLE, GHAZIABAD RAILWAY STATION WILL BE REDEVELOPED 
AT THE COST OF RS 550 CRORE. MULTIPLE CHANGES WILL BE DONE ACROSS THE 

CAMPUS TO MAKE IT MODERN. 

Ghaziabad Railway Station Redevelopment: Indian Railways has been undertaking several 
measures to redevelop several railway stations across the country. In this series, it has now 
decided to redevelop Ghaziabad Railway Station. The Railway Ministry has shared some 
pictures of the proposed design of the station on its Twitter handle. 
According to the information available, Ghaziabad Railway Station will be redeveloped at 
the cost of Rs 550 crore. Multiple changes will be done across the campus to make it 
modern. 
"Imbuing Modern Outlook: The proposed design of the to-be redeveloped Ghaziabad 
Railway Station in Uttar Pradesh," the ministry said while sharing the image. 
Images shared by the ministry show that the new building of the Ghaziabad railway 
station will be magnificent. Amenities like a roomy Roof Plaza, a food court, a waiting area, 
a play area for kids, a space reserved for local goods, etc will be provided under this 
redevelopment process. The new building will be of three storeys. There will also be 
separate seating arrangements for the officers and employees.

Special care will be taken to make the station's infrastructure, as well as facilities, friendly 
for differently-abled persons. Also, green building techniques will be used throughout the 
development of the station.
For passengers, a big restroom with steel benches will be made available. 
Meanwhile, the Railways has seen an almost 24 per cent dip in the number of senior 
citizens travelling by trains in 2021-22 as compared to 2019-2020. According to an RTI 
query, the total revenue from senior citizen travellers during 2018-2019 was Rs 2,920 
crore, Rs 3,010 crore in 2019-2020, Rs 875 crore in 2020-21 and Rs 2,598 crore in 2021-22.
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INDIAN RAILWAYS LATEST NEWS: BULLET TRAIN SERVICES  
TO VARANASI SOON, RAIL MINISTER SAYS SURVEY GOING ON
UNION RAILWAYS MINISTER ASHWINI VAISHNAW SAID THE 
PROPOSED ALIGNMENT OF THE HIGH-SPEED RAIL CORRIDOR 
WILL PASS THROUGH GREATER NOIDA, AGRA, LUCKNOW, 
PRAYAGRAJ AND VARANASI.
Published: November 5, 2022 5:40 PM IST

Union Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on Saturday said bullet train services 
to Varanasi will start soon as the Survey work is going on for the project. He 
further added that the proposed alignment of the high-speed rail corridor will pass 
through Greater Noida, Agra, Lucknow, Prayagraj and Varanasi.
Speaking about the first bullet train project between Mumbai and Ahmedabad, 
Vaishnaw said, “New things are being learnt through this (project). As this project 
develops, there will be more development. More bullet train corridors will be built 
in the country. Survey work is going on in Varanasi to start a bullet train.”

Vaishnaw, who is visiting Varanasi, also inspected Kashi station and Rajghat bridge.
Vaishnaw also said that the Kashi station in Varanasi district will be developed at a 
cost of Rs 350 crore to boost economic activity. Its design should be done keeping 
in mind Kashi’s religious and temple culture.
He said the plans are also afoot to connect Kashi station with air and water routes 
and its design is being worked on.
“Once the design is finalised, the work will start with the approval of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi,” Vaishnaw added.
Calling the inland waterway a concept of the prime minister, Vaishnaw said the 
jetty would be linked to Kashi station and construction would take two-and-a-half 
to three years.
During the inspection of Rajghat bridge, the Union minister said a new bridge with 
four railway tracks and a six-lane highway above would be built across the Ganga.
(With inputs from PTI)
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INDIAN RAILWAYS HAS IMPLEMENTED A NEW RULE FOR NIGHT PASSENGERS
Indian Railways, which is known for its comfortable travel at very low cost, is making new changes in one way or 
another to suit the convenience of passengers. Safety of women passengers, reservation for elderly and 
physically challenged, their safety etc. are being updated one by one. Similarly, a new rule is being implemented 
for night passengers.
Implementation of new rules for the convenience of night passengers:
Now Indian Railways has formulated new rules keeping in mind the safety and convenience of passengers. The 
Indian Railways department, which emphasizes on the comfortable journey of the passengers, has now 
implemented some rules for the night passengers.
Yes, if you are traveling by train at night, be careful not to make a mistake. Because even a small mistake you 
make in your compliance can land you in big trouble.
The railway department has said that the new rule implemented by the railway board is keeping in mind the 
convenience of the passengers traveling at night and every passenger traveling at night should adhere to these 
rules.
What are the complaints made by passengers to the department?:
According to media reports, passengers traveling in the same coach complained of inconvenience caused by 
other passengers. It is mainly due to the use of mobile phones that night travelers are getting into trouble.
Co-passengers are suffering from activities such as talking loudly on the phone or listening to music. Some 
passengers have also registered complaints that the Railway Staff Management Officer also talks loudly on the 
phone.
Department to take strict action:
It has also been alleged that some passengers are disturbing the sleep of others by turning on the lights at night. 
In this background, the Railway Department has formulated a new rule. It is reported that the department will 
take strict action against passengers who violate this rule. So let’s know what those rules are.
The railway board said that strict action will be taken against the passengers traveling on the train who are talking 
on the phone even after 10 pm.
According to the new rules released by the railway department, passengers traveling at night cannot talk loudly 
and listen to loud music. If the passenger complains about this, the railway staff should resolve it immediately.
Also Read: Delhi Pollution: What’s Happening To This City? A photo of Delhi pollution will take your breath away!
After 10 pm, train passengers cannot do the following activities:
Passengers should not talk loudly on mobile phones or listen to mobile songs at high volume.
Passengers must turn off all the lights except one that burns at night.
Passengers can no longer communicate with each other till late at night. Conversing is considered a violation of 
the law.
Checking of passengers, checking of electrical equipment, questioning of catering staff, checking should be done 
at night without disturbing the passengers.
Elderly, disabled and women traveling alone and women above 60 years of age should not face any problem in 
the train. Staff should assist them if they require emergency assistance.
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New Delhi [India], November 3 (ANI):
To provide world-class facilities and comfort during the rail journey, the Ministry of 

Railways has accelerated the redevelopment of major stations across the country.
According to the data given by the Ministry, presently 40 Railway stations are being 
redeveloped to provide modern amenities. 14 Railway Stations are under tendering 
stage for redevelopment and they are likely to be awarded in the next 5 months.
Redevelopment of railway stations across the country will have a multiplier effect on 
the economy with increased job creation and improved economic growth.
The Ministry of Railways said in its statement that redevelopment of these Stations 
envisages the provision of spacious Roof Plaza, facilities such as food court, waiting 
lounge, children play area, designated space for local products, etc. The development 
will integrate various modes of transport with Railway Station viz. Metro, Bus, etc. and 
will also integrate both sides of the city with the station. The construction of station 
infrastructure will adopt green building technology and facilities for ‘Divyangjans’. The 
stations will be developed on the concept of intelligent building, having state-of-the-art 
facilities for passengers. Station redevelopment will create a ‘City Centre’ like space at 
the station for the railway commuters as well as the general public.
Among 40 stations, Ayodhya, Tirupati, Puri, Somnath, Rameswaram, Madurai, 
Sabarmati, Jammu Tawi, Gwalior, Lucknow (Charbagh), Chennai Egamore and Gaya are 
some major stations where work is awarded and in progress in different stages of 
Survey, Site Mobilization and Construction. Whereas, New Delhi, CSMT, Kanpur 
Central, Chandigarh, Prayagraj, Kanyakumari, Ajni (Nagpur), Ghaziabad, Ludhiana, 
Cuttack, Banglore Cantt., Ahmedabad, Jodhpur and Delhi Cantt. are those Stations 
where work is under Tendering stage and likely to be awarded in next 4-5 months
It is worth mentioning that Rani Kamalapati station of the West Central Railway, 
Gandhinagar Capital station of the Western Railway and Sir M. Visveswaraya Terminal 
Station of the South Western Railway have been developed and commissioned.
The time frame for the construction of stations cannot be indicated at this stage as the 
station development program is complex and involves multiple stakeholders and 
various statutory clearances. (ANI)

INDIAN RAILWAYS REVAMPING 40 STATIONS TO 
PROVIDE BETTER AMENITIES TO PASSENGERS
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INDIAN RAILWAY GUIDELINE
NEVER CARRY THESE ITEMS WITH YOU IN TRAIN, YOU MAY 
LAND UP IN JAIL
INFLAMMABLE AND EXPLOSIVE ITEMS SHOULD NOT BE CARRIED ON 
TRAINS, ACCORDING TO A WARNING FROM THE RAILWAYS.

In India, thousands of people travel by train every day. Given that, there 
are certain rules and regulations to be followed by the citizens to ensure a 
safe journey for all the passengers travelling. You must exercise extreme 
caution and shouldn't travel with certain goods which might land you in 
jail. 
The Railways have also issued a warning to the passengers to ensure the 
safety of millions of people who travel in trains every day.  Inflammable 
and explosive items should not be carried on trains, according to a 
warning from the Railways. Because of this, they endanger not only their 
own life but also the lives of other passengers. If you carry such 
hazardous materials while on a train, you could also be subject to jail 
time, as per railway regulations.
Items you must not carry in trains:
Carrying explosives and dangerous items travelling on a train, such as 
firecrackers, gas cylinders, cigarettes, and gunpowder, is strictly 
prohibited by railway regulations. Additionally, it is illegal to transport 
flammable items like kerosene and petrol in trains. The Railways further 
stated that it is prohibited for passengers to smoke cigarettes in the 
train's compartment or station.
In accordance with sections 164 and 165 of the Railways Act 1989, if you 
transport inflammable or explosive items while travelling by rail, you 
may be subject to a fine of up to Rs 1000 or a sentence of three years in 
jail, or both. You must practice caution if you do not want to land up in 
jail or pay a fine.
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Indian Railways, the fourth largest railways in the world by network, has envisioned to become a Green Transporter by reducing its 
carbon footprint. The energy consumption of Indian Railways in FY 2020 was around 18, 410 Million Units for traction and 2,338 Million 
Units for non-traction load. 

Indian Railways has taken signicant strides to reduce its carbon footprint & fuel cost and is committed to become a ‘net-zero’ carbon 
emissions organization by 2030. Some of its key initiatives towards decarbonization are 100% electrication of Railways broad gauge 
network, reduction in energy consumption and meeting energy demand through renewable energy (RE). Indian Railways already has 
220 Megawatt  (MW) capacity of RE power, with nearly 3,450 MW capacity in the pipeline.

NET-ZERO 
CARBON EMISSIONS

Indian Railways is collaborating with several donor agencies and stakeholders to accelerate its low carbon journey. It has signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding with United Kingdom’s Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Ofce (FCDO) for 
collaboration on energy and sustainability under its Power Sector Reforms Programme.

Impactful Partnerships to go Green

1. APPROACH & IMPACT OF GREEN INITIATIVES OF INDIAN RAILWAYS
Ensure 100% broad gauge electrication by December 2023. A total of 42,354 Route Kilometre has been electried as of January 2021. 
Due to its increased focus on electrication (Figure 1), Indian Railways has witnessed signicant reduction in its diesel consumption 
(Figure 2).

Figure 1: Pace of Electrication in Indian Railways
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Hon'ble Prime Minister

Narendra Modi

We want to bring solar energy into our lives 
and homes, by making it cheaper, more reliable 

and easier to connect to grid

“

Vision of Hon'ble PM on Solar Energy



Indian Railways has been continuously installing solar panels on rooftops of its various stations and service buildings for meeting its 
non-traction power requirements. More than 1000 stations have been covered with solar panels on rooftop and more are in pipeline.

Indian Railways has also planned for installation of one-of-the-kind solar plus storage hybrid pilot project at Dahod, Gujarat connected to 
the railway traction network.

Ÿ Phase- I: 1.6 GW capacity in railway plots for open access states under developer model.

Indian Railways has completely switched over to production of energy efcient 3-phase electric locomotives with regenerative features, 
in which there is provision of regeneration of electric energy while braking of train and regenerative energy is fed back to grid. Loco pilots 
are being regularly counselled for use of regenerative feature and to switch off blower, in case yard detention is more than 15 mins.

b) 3-Phase AC, Electric Multiple Unit

Ÿ Phase- III: 1 GW capacity in railway plots along the tracks under developer model for open access states.

Optimization of energy demand through initiatives such as retrotting of Head on Generation (HOG) systems in locomotives, installation 
of 100% LED lights and high star-rated appliances, undertaking energy audits, implementing smart metering, conversion of diesel locos 
to electric locos, increase in production of electric locomotives, performance-based contracting for production of high-powered 
locomotives and deployment of energy efcient rakes.

Trailing locomotives of a train carrying light load are switched off to save energy in case of multi-units. Energy consumption is regularly 
monitored through microprocessor-based energy meters, provided in all the electric locomotives. 

a) 3-Phase Non-AC, Electric Multiple Unit
During FY 2019-20, 21 non-AC Electric Multiple Unit EMU Rakes of 12 cars with energy efcient 3 phase Insulated Gate Bipolar 
Transistors -based propulsion system with regenerative braking feature have been introduced by the Railways. 27 Non-AC Electric 
Multiple Unit rakes with 3 phase Insulated Gate Bipolar Transistors -based propulsion system are planned to be manufactured by the end 
of FY 2022.

Indian Railways has a potential of 20 GW of solar power and is planning to utilise its vacant land parcels to set up land-based solar plants 
for its traction power requirement. Railways initially plans to set up 3 GW of solar plant on the unused vacant land in three phases.

11 air-conditioned Electric Multiple Unit rakes of 12 cars equipped with energy efcient 3-phase propulsion system with regenerative 
braking feature for Mumbai suburban have been produced. 2 AC Electric Multiple Unit rakes with 3 phase Insulated Gate Bipolar 
Transistors -based propulsion system is likely to turn out in 2021. 

269 (258 non AC + 11 AC) energy efcient EMU rake with 3 Phase Insulated Gate Bipolar Transistors propulsion system have been 
introduced in Mumbai suburban area with regenerative braking feature that helps in saving energy.

Ÿ Phase- II: 400 MW capacity in railway plots for non-open access states under ownership model of REMCL (captive use).

These will be implemented under the Make in India initiative, making Indian Railways ‘Atma-nirbhar'.

Figure 3: RE technologies for green power procurement by Indian Railways:
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2.  Green Energy Achievements 
Some of the achievements regarding green energy procurement are: 

1. 111 MW capacity installed at rooftops of various stations and administrative buildings by January 2021.

Figure 4: 3 MW Rooftop Solar plant at Howrah Railway Stations Figure 5: 1 MW Rooftop Solar at Katra Railway Stations

2. 3 MW Solar Land Based Project at Modern Coach Factory, Raebareli

Figure 6: 3 MW Solar Land Based Project at Modern Coach Factory, Raebareli

3. Two pilot Land Based solar projects for powering of the railway traction network have been completed:

a. 1.7 MW pilot solar project for powering traction network of Indian Railways directly through solar power has been 
commissioned in Bina, Madhya Pradesh in June 2020.

Figure 7: 1.7 MW solar project powering traction network at Bina, MP



Figure 9: Snapshot of Land Based Solar Project in IR solar projects

A 16-kW solar power plant has been installed as platform shelter at the Sahibabad Railway Station by Central Electronics Limited (CEL). 
This is a rst-of-its-kind initiative in Indian Railways where a solar power plant is doubling as a shelter. This will reduce the combined 
cost of platforms shelter plus rooftop solar plants and provide solar power to meet the non-traction demand.

4. Solar integrated platform shelter
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b. 2 MW pilot solar project on land along the railway track which will feed power at 132 KV system for the Railways electric 
traction network. This was commissioned at Diwana, Haryana in September 2020.

Figure 8: 2 MW solar project at Diwana, Haryana

1Figure 10: Snapshot of the news reports highlighting initiatives undertaken by IR

1https://scr.indianrailways.gov.in/view_detail.jsp?lang=0&dcd=14129&id=0,5,268

First time in the world! Indian Railways sets up solar plant in 
Bina to directly power railway overhead line

The 2 MWp solar plant at Diwana (Haryana) which shall be 
connected to State Transmission utility (STU) is expected to be 
commissioned before 31st August, 2020.

In the wind energy sector, 103 MW wind-based power plants 
have already been commissioned. Among them, 26 MW is in 
Rajasthan (Jaisalmer), 21 MW is in Tamil Nadu and 56.4 MW 
is in  Maharashtra (Sangli).

Indian Railway has 51,000 hectare of land potential of 
installing 20 GW land based solar plants

100 MW of Solar plants have been commissioned on 
roof-tops of various buildings including 900 stations

REMCL Tasked with Setting Up 3 GW of Solar Projects 
on Vacant Lands of Indian Railways

Guwahati railway station is the rst in North-East to run 
completely on solar power
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Figure 13: Snapshot of Existing RE Interventions of Indian Railways
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6. Indian Railways has wind energy installations too across the country, including 56.4 MW wind project in 
Maharashtra, 2 X 10.5 (Total 21 MW) wind project in Tamil Nadu and 26 MW wind project in Rajasthan.

Figure 11: 56.4 MW project at Jat Sangli, Maharashtra Figure 12: 26 MW Wind Power Project at Jaisalmer, Rajasthan

2Source: Press Information Bureau (PIB)

Ÿ The Nandyal – Yerraguntla section in Guntakal Division of SCR has been declared as the rst solar section in SCR. 
Ÿ All eight stations in the section—Madduru, Banaganapalle, Koilakuntla, Sanjamala, Nossam, S. Uppalapadu, Jammalamadugu and 

Proddutur—have been provided with solar panel systems capable of meeting the entire power needs at these railway stations.

25. Nandyal – Yerraguntla Section declared as the First Solar Section on South Central Railways (SCR)



7. Dual Voltage Green Tower Car

Eastern Railway (ER) has developed the rst-of-its-kind on Indian Railways, an Overhead Equipment (OHE) cum battery-powered Tower 
Car for OHE inspection and maintenance. Old MEMU coaches have been suitably modied to suit various requirements such as the 
provision of an overhead inspection boom, bio-toilet, tool cabinets, crew rest area, roof mounted catwalk, etc.

Figure 14:Salient features of Indian Railways’ 1st Dual Voltage Green Tower Car ‘Navonmesh’

As advised by Railway Board vide Lr. No. 20111/Elect (G0/181/1/EMU dated 21.9.2020, Eastern Railway Kanchrapara Workshop has 
converted two overage MEMU coached (MC 21006/ASN and TC 22017/JAJ) to Dual Voltage Green Tower Car "NAVONMESH", which 
can operate in dual voltage system, i.e., 25 KV OHE as well as Batteries in Unwired Sections.

Scheme

Ÿ Low Height Roof (3.6 M) for Hydraulic Platform

Ÿ Cost efficient

Ÿ LED Light fittings at Roof for Night 
Maintenance

Ÿ Very Less maintenance compared to 
conventional Diesel Tower Car

Ÿ Environment Friendly

Ÿ Low breakdown time compared to conventional 
Diesel Tower Car

Ÿ Jerk Free Start, Suitable for OHE maintenance

Ÿ Bio-Toilet
Ÿ Inspection Doom with Pantograph

Ÿ Sliding Door

Ÿ Catinary and Contact wire Drum Loading arrangement
Ÿ Aluminum Checker sheet flooring

Ÿ Roof Ladder with OHE indication lighting

Ÿ Seating arrangement for Staffs

Ÿ LED headlights at both ends

Ÿ Provision of storage of spare mast
Ÿ Catwalk in Trailer coach

OHE Maintenance Facilities

The continuous efforts of the Indian Railways and Zonal Railways in energy conservation measures has resulted in winning 14 National 
Energy Conservation Awards (NECA) in 2020 under Three categories.

Under Industrial category 
6 railway workshops were 
awarded at NECA-2020.

Under Transport category 
4 zonal railways were awarded 

at NECA-2020.

Under Buildings category 
4 Railway GOVT ofces were 

awarded at NECA-2020



Figure 15: Key challenges for utilising full potential of solar energy on Railways land

No objection Certicate for Open Access

Open Access as deemed licensee taken in 11 states and DVC area. No objection Certicate (NoC) for open access for ow of electricity 
for Railways in West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and Telangana has not been operationalised due 
to regulatory challenges which are being rigorously pursued by IR. In case, approval for procuring power through Open Access is 
allowed in these states, deployment of solar can further increase.
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Wheeling and Banking provision

Full deployment of solar potential will be increasingly feasible if wheeling and banking arrangements are provided by states which is 
being rigorously pursued by IR.

Merger of Solar Purchase Obligation & Non Solar Purchase Obligation

Availability of banking facility & merger of solar and non-solar obligations will allow Railways to fulll its Renewable Purchase 
Obligations (RPO).

Unrestricted Net Metering Regulations

Provision of unrestricted net metering for rooftop solar projects would further accelerate IR's solar plants deployment.
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03
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Some of the key initiatives to overcome challenges for harnessing full potential of solar energy by Railways are:

3. KEY INITIATIVES TAKEN BY INDIAN RAILWAYS FOR PROLIFERATION OF
     SOLAR PLANTS

It has been the endeavour of Indian Railways to follow the best practices and encourage ease of doing business. Indian Railways 
organised a stakeholders consultation wherein the Honourable Minister of Railways and Renewable Energy (RE) leaders came together 
to share insights and solutions to create more opportunities to achieve goal of Indian Railways of becoming “Net-Zero Carbon Emitter” 
before 2030 and to become ‘Atma-Nirbhar’ by adoption of “Make in India” technology.

4. Way Forward
With the mega initiatives being undertaken, the Indian Railways is holding the ag high for India’s commitment and Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi’s vision to ght climate challenge. The seemingly large strides undertaken by the Indian Railways thus far are however 
just small steps towards Honourable Railway Minister's mega plan of being a net-zero carbon emissions organisation and meeting 
India’s Nationally Determined Contribution targets. Going forward, the Indian Railways will continue to master green energy 
procurement while being gracefully at the service of crores of fellow Indians.
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RAIL TOURISM IN INDIA
India, the seventh largest country of the world is known for its varied 
and rich cultural and historical heritage around the globe. The huge 
and varied geography of the country is unique in itself and gives a 
chance not only to the international tourists but also to the domestic 
tourists to explore the true beauty of the country.
It is rightly said that if one wants to see the real India, one must 
explore the country by rail. The Indian Railways serves as the true 
kaleidoscope to witness the lives, culture, philosophy, religion and 

most convenient and popular modes of transport for travelling in India. 
The Indian Railways helps one to explore the length and breadth of 
India with its lively markets, crowded places, geographical variations, 
cuisines, dress styles, languages and so many other facets of India. 
From the Great Indian Plains, the Thar Desert, the Deccan Plateau, 
the coastal plains to the North Eastern states, a train tour of India 
provides the real glimpse of the Indian culture and lifestyle.

Bharat Gaurav Trains
Indian Railways have introduced theme- based Tourist Circuit trains 
under the Bharat Gaurav Trains (BGT) Policy with an objective to

places to the people of India and the world through professionals 
of the tourism sector and other potential service providers. Under
the said policy, the State Governments, State Tourist Development 
Corporations or any other potential service provider may run theme-
based tourist circuit trains covering any destinations of their choice. 

of rail transportation, accommodation, meals, local road transport, 
sightseeing etc. The maiden Bharat Gaurav Train viz. Shirdi Yatra 
was launched on 14.06.2022 from Coimbatore to Mantralayam 
and Shirdi & back covering a total distance of 2880 km. The 
details of the Bharat Gaurav Train policy can be referred at https://
bharatgauravtrains.indianrailways.gov.in

Luxury Tourist Trains
Maharajas’ Express – World’s Leading Luxury Train
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Maharajas’ Express luxury train is owned and operated by Indian 
Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation Ltd., a Govt. of India 
Enterprise under Ministry of Railways. Maharajas’ Express is the 

country. The train which commenced operations in 2010 has been 
a front runner and is known for its enriching journey experiences 
coupled with exquisite facilities onboard. 

accommodation viz. Deluxe Cabin, Junior Suite, Suite and the 
Presidential Suite named after various precious gem stones. The 
train has two restaurants named Rang Mahal and Mayur Mahal 
serving a range of international and Indian delicacies. In addition 
to the restaurants, there are 02 Bar cum Lounges in the train. The 
Rajah Club and The Safari Bar serve a mix of House Pours and 
other international brands. The House Pours are included in the 
package and select international wines and spirits are on sale. 

princely and culturally rich states of the country:

Indian Splendour (6 Nights/7 Days) starting from Delhi 
covering Agra, Ranthambore, Jaipur, Bikaner, Jodhpur, Udaipur 
and ending in Mumbai.
Heritage of India (6 Nights/7 Days) starting from Mumbai 
covering Udaipur, Jodhpur, Bikaner, Jaipur, Ranthambore, 
Fatehpur Sikri, Agra and ending in Delhi.
The Indian Panorama (6 Nights/7 Days) starting from Delhi 
covering Jaipur, Fatehpur Sikri, Ranthambore, Agra, Orchha, 
Khajuraho, Varanasi and ending in Delhi. 
Treasures of India (3 Nights/4 Days) starting from Delhi 
covering Agra, Ranthambore and Jaipur.

Owing to its exquisite services, the train has been voted as the 
World’s Leading Luxury Train by World Travel Awards for six 
years in a row since 2012. The luxury tourist train operates its 
scheduled departures during the tourist season every year from 
September to April whereas interested clients can also book the train 
around the year on charter as per requirement. 
Website: www.the-maharajas.com

Palace on Wheels

The Palace on Wheels is a luxury tourist train being operated by 
Indian Railways in association with Rajasthan Tourism Development 
Corporation. The train comprises of 14 fully air-conditioned saloons 
with rich décor that evoke the age of Rajput chivalry and are named 
after former Rajputana states such as Kota, Jaipur, Udaipur, Jaisalmer, 
Jodhpur, Bikaner, Alwar, Sirohi, Kishangarh, Bundi, Dungarpur, 

restaurants, a well stocked bar and a lounge car for relaxation.

Itinerary
Delhi-Jaipur-Sawai Madhopur-Chittaurgarh-Udaipur-Jaisalmer-
Jodhpur-Bharatpur-Agra-Delhi
Website: www.rtdc.in

Golden Chariot
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The land once ridden by formidable armies is now traversed by 
the world’s unique luxury train. The Golden Chariot beckons you to 
discover worlds that are enriched with history and culture. Recline 

with luxury on the inside, thus far reserved for royalty. The Golden 

an omnipresent tomorrow in the magical land Karnataka, Goa, 
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry. The fully air-conditioned train 
comprising of 11 passenger saloons, 2 restaurant coaches, 1 spa 
and gym car and 1 bar cum lounge car began its operations in the 
year 2008. It is being operated by Indian Railways in association with 
Karnataka State Tourism Development Corporation (KSTDC).

Itineraries
Pride of Karnataka (6 Nights / 7 Days):- Bengaluru – Bandipur 
– Mysore – Halebidu – Chikamgaluru – Hampi – Pattadakal & 
Aihole – Goa – Bengaluru
Jewels of South (6 Nights / 7 Days):- Bengaluru – Mysore – 
Hampi – Mahabalipuram – Thanjavur and Chettinad – Cochin 
– Kumarakom – Bengaluru
Glimpses of Karnataka (3 Nights / 7 Days):- Bengaluru – 
Bandipur – Mysore – Hampi – Bengaluru
Website: www.goldenchariot.org

Deccan Odyssey

The Deccan Odyssey is also a luxury tourist train being operated 
by Indian Railways in association with Maharashtra Tourism 

the best of train journeys of the world. The Deccan Odyssey is 
more than a mere luxury train cruise. A lavishly decorated train 

coaches. It also has 4 presidential suites in 2 cars, 1 Conference 
car with business centre, 2 restaurants, a well-stocked bar and a 
spa with steam, massage, a mini gym and a parlour. Other facilities 
include channel music, intercom, wall-to-wall carpeting, money 
exchange/credit card facility, safety & security arrangements, spa, 
bar, conference equipments.

Itineraries
Mumbai-Nashik-Aurangabad-Jalgaon/Pachora-Kolhapur-
Karmali/Madgaon-Sawantwadi-Mumbai
Mumbai-Vishwamitri-Palitana-Veraval-Viramgam-Patan-
Nashik-Mumbai
Mumbai-Vishwamitri-Udaipur-Jodhpur-Sawai Madhopur-Agra-
Jaipur-Delhi
Delhi-Sawai Madhopur-Agra-Jaipur-Udaipur-Vadodara-
Aurangabad-Mumbai
Mumbai-Bi japur-Badami-Hospet /Hampi-Hyderabad-
Aurangabad-Jalgaon/Pachora-Mumbai
Mumbai-Aurangabad-Ramtek-Varora-Jalgaon/Pachora-
Nashik-Mumbai

Website: www.maharashtratourism.gov.in

Vistadome Coach (Glass Top Coaches)
In 2017, Indian Railways introduced indigenously designed glass top 
coaches with wider windows for boosting tourism. The features of 
Glass Top Coaches are:

Electrically controlled opalescence
360 degree rotatable push back ergonomically designed chairs
Automatic sliding doors
Multiple television screens
Wide side doors for Divyangs
GPS based info system

Train No. 58501/02 Vishakapatnam-Kirandul passenger between 
Vishakapatnam and Araku. At present 47 BG, 06 MG and 28 NG 
Vistadome coaches are available over various Zones of Indian 

beauty. 
The base fare of AC Vistadome coaches is 1.1 times of Executive 
class (EC) base fare of Shatabdi trains, without catering charges. 
Reservation charges, GST and any other charges are levied in 
addition to the basic fare. All passengers are charged at full fare. 
The minimum chargeable distance is 50 Km. Catering is optional 
and may be provided by IRCTC to the level of Executive Class in 
Shatabdi, on payment basis.
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Buddhist Circuit Special Train
Started in the year 2007, the Buddhist Circuit Special Train operated 
by IRCTC completed 14 years of operation. This fully air-conditioned 
train runs on a 7 Night /8 Days itinerary covering all major Buddhist 
Pilgrim locations in India and Lumbini in Nepal. The major destinations 
covered follow the life of Lord Gautam Buddha. The itinerary covers 
destinations like Bodhgaya, Rajgir, Nalanda, Varanasi, Sarnath, 
Kushinagar, Lumbini (Nepal), Sravasti and Agra.

Railways have recently introduced a swanky new air-conditioned 
LHB rake for the tourist train with enhanced facilities such as sleeper 
cars with personal sitting gallery, 2 aesthetically designed restaurant 
cars which have been very well received by the tourists. The details 
and online booking facility of the train is available at IRCTC’s 
Buddhist micro-site “www.irctcbuddhisttrain.com”.

Rail Tour Packages

elements of a package such as road transfers, accommodation, all 
meals and sightseeing at reasonable rates on the basis of itinerary. 
Rail tour packages are specially designed on the basis of demand 
of customers as well as popularity of destination like Shirdi, Vaishno 
Devi, Tirupati, Darjeeling, Chennai, Rameshwaram, Gangtok, Ooty, 
Goa, Puri, Kerala, etc. from various parts of India. The details and 
booking of these packages are available at tourism website “www.
irctctourism.com” or visit nearest Tourism Facilitation Centres of 
IRCTC.

Travel & Tourism Portal
Tourism portal “www.irctctourism.com” is a “One Stop Travel Shop” 
for all travel requirements of every tourists. The portal due to its 
user friendliness, had won the “National Tourism Award” in the 
year 2008, “Website of the Year” for consecutive three years i.e. 
2014, 2015 & 2016 by “Leisure & Travel” by MatrixLab and “Indian 
e-retail award” for consecutive three years from 2015 to 2017 by 
Franchise India. 
The Tourism portal of IRCTC is one of the most popular website 

solutions such as on-line booking of Bharat Gaurav Trains, Luxury 
trains – Maharajas’ Express and Golden Chariot (with micro-sites), 
Bus tickets, Air Tickets, Tour packages, Hotels, Cruise packages, 
Medical Tourism, Retiring Room, executive lounge, etc. Some of 
the packages are also available on enquiry mode and packages 
are also customised on the basis of requirement of customers. 
IRCTC has been continuously improving the contents of the 
tourism website for the ease of customers to ensure seamless 
navigation.
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Online Booking of Charter Trains and coaches
Customers can now book a charter train or coach on IRCTCs webpage 
www.ftr.irctc.co.in. The user friendly module includes options like 
viewing the list of trains on which chartered coach can be attached, 
search for availability of trains between preferred destinations without 
registration, placing a request for charter train or coach online, making 
online payment of deposit, provision to print the dossier which contains 
all mandatory documents to be carried while travelling, etc. While 
registration is not mandatory for searching availability, PAN Card 

By introduction of this online module, now users can book charter 

trains/coaches from any part of the country. For bookings, E-mail 
charter@irctc.com or one can visit www.ftr.irctc.co.in.

Tourism Facilitation Centres
IRCTC has set up Tourism Facilitation Centres in and around various 
railway stations across the country that are serving as ‘One Stop Shop’ 
to assist railway passengers in availing various tourism products and 
services. Besides, providing detailed information about various rail 
and non-rail tourism products and services, these facilitation centres 
book tour packages, airline tickets as well as manage the departures 
of passengers availing the train tour packages.
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S.No. Name Address and Contact Numbers

1 Agra Platform No. 1, Agra Cantt. Railway Station, AGRA-282003, Landline No. 0562-2420111. 
Tel No. 8595924302, Email id: brijesh.upadhyay@irctc.com

2 Ahmedabad
Tel. No.  9016766811, Email id: tdroahmedabad@irctc.com

3 Bengaluru Concourse area, Main Entrance Bangaluru City Railway Station, Bangalore – 560023, 
Karnataka Tel. No. 080–22960013, 8595931292, E-mail id: tifcsbc@irctc.com

4 Chennai Gate No. 3, Main Entrance, (Opposite to SMR Room) Chennai Central Railway Station, 
Park Town, Chennai – 3, Tamil Nadu, Tel No. 8287932121, 044-25332548, 
Email id: tourismmas@irctc.com

5 Ernakulam Ist Floor, Salih Arcade,40-8194, Convent Road, Kochi-682035 Contact: 8287932082 
Email id: tourismkerala@irctc.com

6 Gaya
Tel. No. +91-8595937723, Email id: tourismpatna@irctc.com

7 Hubli

8 Indore
Tel. No. 8287931723, Email id: irctcindortfc@gmail.com, raunaq5619@irctc.com

9 Jabalpur Near Railway Retiring Room, Platform No. 1, Jabalpur Railway Station, Madhya Pradesh – 
482001, Tel. No. 0761-4010702, 9321901832, Email id:- deotourismjbp@irctc.com

10 Kolhapur Platform No.1, Near to Ticket Counter, Shri C. Shahu Maharaj Terminus, Kolhapur Railway 
Station Kolhapur-416001, Contact No: 8888570475, Email id:- deotourism1@irctc.com

11 Kozhikode Platform No. 1, Near Food Plaza Kozhikode Railway Station, Kozhikode 673001, Kerala.
Tel No. 8287932098, E-mail: tifcclt@irctc.com

12 Madurai
Tel. No. 0452-2345757, +919003140714, tourismmdu@irctc.com, r.rajesh@irctc.com

13 Mysuru
0821–2426001 E-mail id: tifcmys@irctc.com

14 Nagpur Main Porch, Nagpur Railway Station, Nagpur-440001 Contact : 9321901846 
tfcnagpur@irctc.com

15
New Delhi

Near Cloakroom, Opp to Executive Lounge, Platform No. 16 New Delhi Railway Station, 
Ajmeri Gate, New Delhi–110002, Tel. No. +91 9717648888, 9717641764, 
Email id: tourismnz@irctc.com

16 Puri Opposite to second class waiting Hall, Besides RPF post Puri Railway station concourse, 
Odisha, Tel. No. 06752-223005, +91-8287932256, Email id: prabalparida@irctc.com

17 Pune
Pune Railway Station, Pune, Maharashtra – 411001, Tel. No. +918287931658

18 Secunderabad Platform No.10, Besides SBI Credit Card Counter, Secunderabad Railway Station, Telangana 
Tel. No. 040-27800580, 9701360701, Email id: tourismscz@irctc.com

19 Tirupati Platform No.1, Besides Main Entrance, Tirupati Railway Station, Andhra Pradesh, 
Tel. No. 827932117, 0877-2222010, E-mail id: Sukumar.Bandala@irctc.com; 
pavan.kumar@irctc.com

20 Thiruvananthapuram
Thiruvananthapuram – 695036, Kerala. Phone: 8287932095, E-mail: tourismtvc@irctc.com

21 Vijayawada Platform No.1, Besides Main Entrance, Vijayawada Railway Station, Andhra Pradesh, 
Tel.No.–0866-2572280, 8287932312, E-mail id: ch.balaji@irctc.com

22 Vishakhapatnam Visakhapatnam Railway Station, Platform No.1, Besides APTDC Counter, 
Visakhapatnam 530004, Contact: 8287932318, E-mail id: tourismassociate2scz@irctc.com





ALL INDIA RAIL SAFETY COUNCIL
Work Space,1/22, Asaf Ali Road, NEWDELHI- 110002

e.mai: contact@railsafety.co.in  www.railsafety.co.in
Contact: +91 7397427456

ALL INDIA RAIL SAFETY COUNCIL

ON GOING PROJECTS

OUR PROJECTS ARE IN PIPELINE:

PM JAN AUSHADHI MEDICAL STALL IN EVERY RAILWAY STATIONS
IMPLEMENTING SKILL INDIA –MISSION
AGE HELP CENTERS ALL RAILWAY PLATFORMS
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